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SOME CONTRACTS OF THE PEKSIAN PERIOD PEOM 
THE KH 2 COLLECTION OP THE UNIVERSITY OP 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

By Geobge A. Babton, Ph.D., 

Associate Professor of Biblical Literature and Semitic Languages, 
Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

The texts which are here published were copied during the 
summers of 1895 and 1896. They belong to the Kh 2 collection, 
which was purchased in the East some years ago for the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. It was obtained from the same source as the 
Kh collection, of which a notice was published in the Hbbbaioa, 
Vol. VI, pp. 59, 60, by Professor Robert F. Harper. 

Of the thirty-four texts here presented, two are from the reign 
of Cambyses, 1 twenty-seven from the reign of Darius, one from 
the reign of Xerxes (t. e., No. 30 ; cf. rev., 11. 5 and 11), and four 
from the reign of Artaxerxes. The texts are arranged below in 
chronological order. 

Most of these texts are simple records of the loan of money 
or the transfer of food-stuffs. No. 2 is a contract to deliver con- 
siderable meat, dates, wheat, and an ibex at a private house in 
Babylon ; it appears to be the provision for a large festival. 
No. 5 is a receipt for a sheep, purchased for a sacrifice. An 
interesting series (Nos. 7, 8, 11, 13, 16, 19, 22, 25, 26, 28, and 
29) refers to the transactions of a woman, Aquba, the daughter 

l The sign zi (No. 2, 1. 17) is the only part of the name legible, but the palaeography is 
that of the contracts of the reign of Cambyses. 



Hbbeaioa 



of a slave, who dealt in provisions in the town of Shibtu, and 
who seems to have been in comfortable circumstances. She loans 
money, contracts with farmers for produce, loans clean wheat, to 
be paid in kind, and barters wheat for dates. These transactions 
extend through eight years. No. 8 refers to the loan of two-thirds 
of a shekel of money. It states that the sum is to be paid in a 
certain coin, but the tablet is illegible where the denomination of 
the coin was given. The amount of the loan makes the half- 
shekel coin impossible ; it follows that the coin must have been 
the se, of which 180 made a shekel. 2 No. 10 records the gift of 
sacrifices to the temple of Shamash by a guild of carpenters. 
No. 16 is a contract on the part of a woman to deliver at a certain 
date a coat of mail. No. 24 is the lease of a house with a cracked 
wall, in which is embodied a stipulation for repairs. 3 No. 30, 
though much broken, is of great interest. It records the dis- 
solution of the partnership of a company of herdsmen in the 
reign of Xerxes and the formation of another company. No. 31 
is the merest memorandum of a loan, written in evident haste, 
without witnesses. No. 32 stipulates that after a certain date the 
rent of a house belonging to two brothers shall be devoted to a 
certain temple ; that a certain man shall receive it from the agent 
of the owners and carry it to the temple, and another person who 
is designated shall receive it on behalf of the temple. No. 33 is 
a much-broken deed of sale of some property, the boundaries of 
which were carefully given. The tablet was only sun-dried and 
has been badly broken. No. 18 was carelessly written and con- 
tains several mistakes. For lack of space a list of the proper 
names contained in these tablets is not now given. It is hoped 
that it may be published in a future number of the Journal. 
The Museum numbers of these tablets are as follows : 



1 = Kh 2 467 


10 = Kh 2 426 


19 = 


Kh 2 


464 


28 = 


Kh 2 489 


2 = ' 


' 420 


11 = 


' 488 


20 = 


it 


481 


29 = 


" 479 


3= ' 


' 421 


12 = 


' 482 


21 = 


a 


475 


30 = 


" 568 


4 = ' 


' 427 


13 = 


' 625 


22 = 


a 


469 


31 = 


" 549 


5= ' 


' 425 


14 = 


' 631 


23 = 


a 


666 


32 = 


" 503 


6= ' 


' 486 


15 = 


' 472 


24 = 


u 


424 


33 = 


" 589 


7 = ' 


' 484 


16 = 


' 483 


25 = 


a 


478 


34 = 


" 476 


8= < 


' 465 


17 = 


' 429 


26 = 


it 


487 






9= ' 


' 419 


18 = 


' 480 


27 = 


a 


474 







3 Of. Reisner, SitzungsbertcMe Ah. Wiss. zv. Berlin, 1896, pp. 417 sqq. 
3 Cf. Strassmaier's Imchriften von Nabonidos, Nos. 9, 48, 184, etc. 
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